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Congrats Marvin! 

250 East SX Champion 
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The First... 

Never underestimate the power of testing and 
determination in the foundation of a good result. 
After less than inspiring starts in Italy the previous 
weekend Team HRC clocked up the hours before 
the Grand Prix of Europe to hone their capabilities 
off the line and both Gautier Paulin and Evgeny 
Bobryshev profited with their works CRF450RWs in 
the Valkenswaard sand. Paulin has now won MXGPs 
with three different brands in three and a half sea¬ 
sons in the premier class 

Photo by Ray Archer 
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MotoGP 


Still no pushover... 

Racing incident or the slickest take-out in motor- 
sports for quite some time? The controversial end 
to MotoGP’s trip to Argentina for the second year 
in a row proved that Valentino Rossi still doesn’t 
do things by halves and whatever cap you wear - 
93 or 46 - there is no denying that Marc Marquez 
has a renewed challenge on his hands ih\2015. 
What will happen at Jerez this weekend? The final 
corner at the Andalucfa circuit has been horne to 
the odd last gasp collision over the years 

Photo by yamahamotogp.com 
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At last... 

Marvin Musquin’s lifelong dream has been five 
seasons and a few ligaments in the making but the 
Frenchman became the third former MX2 World 
Champion to earn a 250SX title last weekend in 
New York. Two more years with KTM and on the 
conquering 450SX-F awaits taking his association 
with the brand up to eight and a half seasons 

Photo by Simon Cudby 
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BACK PROTECTION SHOULDER PROTECTION 


— Integrated neck and torso protection for 
Adult and Junior riders 

— Neck protection CE certified as Personal 
Protective Equipment 89/686/EEC 

— CE certified for impact protection, 

1621-2 Level 1 back 
1621-3 Level 1 front 
1621-1 Shoulders 

_ 3 dimensional designed for perfect fit 

_ Easy to use, no-tool, sizing adjustments 
for a precise fit 

_ Extra Flank padding 

_ Lightweight 

_ Great comfort 

_ Well ventilated 

Get more info at www.leatt.com/fusion/ 
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GRAND PRIX OF EUROPE 

VALKENSWAARD (NED) ■ APRIL 26th ■ Rnd 5 of 18 

MXGP winner: Gautier Paulin, Honda 

MX2 winner: Jeffrey Herlings, KTM d&Essw \ 





THE RAIN WAS RED IN SOUTHERN HOLLAND FOR ROUND FIVE OF 
MXGP AS HRC'S GAUTIER PAULIN FINALLY CAST OFF THE SHACKLES 
OF 'NEW BIKE, NEW TEAM' AND PUT THE GRAND PRIX OF EUROPE 
BEYOND DISPUTE. IN MX2 JEFFREY HERLINGS TURNED UP... 


By Adam Wheeler 
Photos by Ray Archer 









F ive rounds into 2015 MXGP and with three 
different winners already the series is nicely 
chiming along with headlines involving several 
key strands. There is little doubt that Red Bull 
IceOne Husqvarna’s Max Nagl has been the 
outstanding performer with three victories from 
four podium appearances and his latest top 
three result coming through the baffling and 
sometimes perilous bumps of Valkenswaard he 
heads the premier class standings for the sec¬ 
ond time this season. Gautier Paulin unveiled 
a set of motos that was in the same dominant 
vein as Nagl’s maul of the field at Qatar for the 
2015 opener and came after a mediocre Grand 
Prix the previous Sunday in Italy and a reason¬ 
ably quiet start to life as an HRC star. Rockstar 
Suzuki’s Clement Desalle has traded meta¬ 
phorical blows with all of the top elite in MXGP 
so far in trips to the middle east, Thailand, 
Argentina, Italy and now Holland, and although 
he hasn’t landed a decisive haymaker to stand 
on the top step he definitely has gone the dis¬ 
tance; his third place in Holland extended his 
podium record making him the sole rider in all 
of MXGP to make every podium ceremony thus 
far. 

Valkenswaard was without the first of the injury 
casualties for 2015 with Belgians Kevin Strijbos 
and Jeremy Van Horebeek now counting the 
days before their returns from wrist and broken 
foot bone problems respectively. Ryan Villo- 
poto waited until the Monster Energy Kawasaki 
Racing Team presentation at their workshop 
north of nearby Eindhoven on Friday night to 
announce that he would also be ‘sitting’ out the 
first visit by MXGP to northern Europe since 
last August. 

The last major story was how MXGP continues 
to roll on without either Villopoto and Red Bull 
KTM’s Tony Cairoli having made significant 
impact onto what many were billing to be the 
season of the big duel of champions. Villopoto 
is now 90 points off the lead held by Nagl and 
it was hard to remember the last time that 
Cairoli stared at a gulf of 30 points to the red 
plate. The chasm briefly paled into significance 
on Sunday night in Holland went it emerged 
that the Sicilian’s violent first moto crash (from 


his front wheel hitting a stone in a rut after 
a kicker and slipping away) had resulted in a 
small fracture to his left hand. How and if this 
will seriously affect his championship is now 
the big question. Since 2008 ‘222’ has only 
missed one Grand Prix through injury when he 
decided to withdraw from the closing round in 
Fermo, Italy in 2010 with an ankle problem. 

Away from the podium trio then Evgeny Bo¬ 
bryshev shone with some consistent speed at 
the venue where he burst onto the MXGP stage 
back in 2010 and only just missed the box. 

Tyla Rattay was also more like his old self and 
showed flashes of the capabilities that captured 
widespread attention as a sixteen year old teen¬ 
ager at Valkenswaard in 2002. Shaun Simpson 
was back in familiar terrain where he became 
Britain’s last GP winner in the premier class at 
the tail end of 2013 and also secured a podium 
at Lommel last summer (the UK’s final spray of 
champagne in MXGP as well). Perhaps his two 
worst starts of the season limited his rostrum 
potential but fifth overall was a best result of 
the year so far for the series’ leading privateer 
and KTM cannot ignore the fact that the Scot 
delivered their best results with the old version 
of the 450SX-F. 

Yamaha’s Romain Febvre could barely muster a 
smile back in the works team’s awning after the 
second moto. The French rookie - just behind 
Nagl, Desalle and Paulin as the best rider in 
MXGP so far this term - was actually livid with 
his first moto crash (he came back from last 
to eleventh) and the fact that he squandered 
a holeshot in the second race with a dodgy 
spell of three laps where he struggled to find 
a flow on the sand that had been significantly 
smoothed over. The surface needed some cor¬ 
rection. MXGP and MX2 were again joined on 
the race card by three European EMX catego¬ 
ries and while the extra action provides more 
value for the spectators, a more illustrious 
stage for youngsters and packs race circuits 
to the rafters Youthstream have yet to find the 
right ratio of track maintenance to satisfy the 
Grand Prix stars. 


MXGP EUROPE (NED) 



Two second positions was a nice 
reversal for Nagl who admitted that 
he wasn’t looking at the podium 
after a tough Saturday in the sand 


A good crowd at Valkenswaard 
despite grim weather forecasts in 
the days building up to round five. 
Spain, UK and France next in May 
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Two top tens for Glenn Coldenhoff 
who is slowly making gains in MXGP 
in his rookie season while JMB & GP 
hit the jackpot in Holland 
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Many were concerned about the state of the 
jump take-offs in the sand during the opening 
motos and although drastic action was taken 
in the hour break it seems like more rapid, 
frequent reparation to key zones would be the 
best fix in the long-term and for the rest of the 
season. With the promoter and organisers on 
the cusp of changing their track design and 
building team then this would be an ideal time 
to revise the brief for the racing layouts and 
to incorporate a cross section of MXGP and 
MX2 riders on Friday evenings to advise staff 
where swift fixes to the track should take place 
in the small lulls between races on Saturday 
and particularly Sunday. For their part, riders 
should get themselves organised and assist 
Youthstream and the FIM in this process rather 
than griping and offering feedback just when 
they happen to be on a track walk. 

The course could have accommodated shark- 
infested ponds (it did have a small lake land¬ 
scape feature on the outside of the first turn 
that Ben Watson vandalised when the Brit was 
sent headfirst into the water at the start of the 
first moto. If ever there was a DNF to be proud 
off then the MX2 rookie managed it with a 
graceful arc under the surface...it was Takeshi 
Castle stuff) and patches of red hot coals but 
it wouldn’t have stopped Red Bull KTM’s Jef¬ 
frey Herlings from showcasing his phenomenal 
sand riding ability. Six in a row for the twenty 
year old Dutchman, now on 46 career wins and 
a record of invincibility at Valkenswaard since 
he first triumphed there as a fifteen year old in 
2010. Such was the inevitability of the outcome 
in MX2 that the reaction to Herlings’ latest jaw- 
dropping display was rather muted from the 
large 32,000+ crowd. To be fair to Herl ings he 
did try to add some drama to proceedings in 
the second moto by starting poorly and crash¬ 
ing on the first lap but by the seventh circula¬ 
tion he was off constructing another margin of 
victory by over thirty seconds. 

The dispute for second place was chaotic and 
oddly only decided minutes before the podium 
presentation. Monster Energy Kawasaki rid¬ 
ers Max Anstie, Jordi Tixier and Dylan Fer- 
randis were involved as was Wilvo Nestaan 


Husqvarna’s Alex Tonkov who used the grunt 
of the 2016 FC250 to secure three holeshots 
across the weekend. Anstie was counted out 
by an engine problem in the second moto and 
Tixier was promoted to second and Tonkov 
dropped to third when Ferrandis was penalised 
ten positions for an errant right foot towards 
Pauls Jonass. Dylan did not explain the gesture 
too well after the race but was clearly angry 
with the FIM for a punishment that he believed 
barely fit the crime. It was a strange move by 
‘4’. Ferrandis may have been rattled by a few 
close position changes in the previous corners 
but his obvious speed advantage would have 
relegated Jonass at any other point on the 
track. The incident smacked off ‘in the heat of 
the moment’ mind-loss and even the French¬ 
man said he wasn’t sure why he used his foot 
as a buffer. Dylan had been battling frustration 
all weekend in trying to find an effective sus¬ 
pension set-up. 

For Jonass his tough first moto crash meant 
problems of rhythm and pace in the second. 
Trentino Grand Prix winner Tim Gajser was 
barely present after his Saturday launcher in 
the same problematic area of the track and 
he was another to join Watson in the drink on 
Sunday. 

The only person to match Paulin’s starts, 
speed and results in Hoi land was Wilvo 
Forkrent KTM’s Adam Sterry who so convinc¬ 
ingly aced the second EMX250 round of nine 
in the 2015 competition and gained the red 
plate to boot. 

The focal point for Talavera de la Reina next 
week now falls into the hands of medical ex¬ 
perts and physios. Can some of the big names 
be back for the hilly hard-pack south of Ma¬ 
drid? 
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Spectacular Saturday crash for Tim Gajser 
rubbed away some of the confidence and 
momentum from his victory in Italy last 
week. The Slovenian was lucky to have 
a relatively soft landing and only had a 
painful back after this get-off 
















White Gold: Herlings is almost the 
same commodity in the sand. Valk- 
enswaard is the twenty year old’s 
plaground and there are another 
two sandy tracks still to come in ‘15 




Berm breaking by Tommy Searle who was tenth 
overall in just his second race since recovering 
from a fractured vertebra. Expect the Brit to be 
hearing full race speed by the time of Matterley 
Basin in just over three weeks 




Tixier looks for a take-off through 
the ruts. The World Champion 
had a MX2 podium finish at the 
expense of his team-mate for his 
second top three in a row 
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A tough weekend for Tony Cairoli 
who was only kept out of the first 
moto by a broken radiator in the 
wake of his crash. A small left hand 
fracture was confirmed on Sunday 
night but the Sicilian said it was not 
a big thing; meaning he should be 
in for the Spanish GP next week 




A first podium finish on the Husq- 
varna - in just the second race for 
the 2016 FC250 - for Alex Tonkov 
who is mixing improved fitness 
with some unbeatable starts. Shaun 
Simpson (below) was unusually 
slack out of the gate in comparison 
but the Brit attacks the sand unlike 
many others 











First EMX125 win for 
Spanish sensation 
Jorge Prado with ex¬ 
pectant public up next 
for the teenager at 
Talavera de la Reina 
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David Philippaerts crashed in 
the same spot as Cairoli, Jo- 
nass, Gajser and Davide Guan 
eri but escaped injury. 














CLASSIFICATION & WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 


MXGP OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

1 

Gautier Paulin, FRA 

Honda 

2 

Max Nagl, GER 

Husqvarna 

3 

Clement Desalle, BEL 

Suzuki 

4 

Evgeny Bobryshev, RUS 

Honda 

5 

Shaun Simpson, GBR 

KTM 


MXGP STANDINGS 

AFTER 5 OF 18 ROUNDS 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Max Nagl 

214 

2 

Clement Desalle 

209 

3 

Tony Cairoli 

184 

4 

Gautier Paulin 

178 

5 

Romain Febvre 

156 


MX2 OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Jeffrey Herlings, NED 

KTM 

2 

Jordi Tixier, FRA 

Kawasaki 

3 

Alex Tonkov, RUS 

Husqvarna 

4 

Brian Bogers, NED 

KTM 

5 

Valentin Guillod, SUI 

Yamaha 


MX2 STANDINGS 

AFTER 5 OF 18 ROUNDS 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Jeffrey Herlings 

222 

2 

Dylan Ferrandis 

185 

3 

Pauls Jonass 

148 

4 

Tim Gajser 

137 

5 

Alex Tonkov 

133 



No other rider is looking as strong 
as Adam Sterry in EMX250 at the 
moment. MX2 surely beckons in 
2016 and he’s a solid title bet this 
term. Friend Ben Watson (left) 
looks to fish his KTM out of the 
lake on the edge of the first corner 
“God knows why it’s there...” was 
all he could say 
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Some see life as a challenging track 
toward success, glory and podiums. 
Some just see a track. 


SCOTT-SPORTS.COM 
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MXGP EUROPE (NED) 


The homely confines of the Monster Energy 
Kawasaki Racing Team workshop was the 
setting for an informal and limited (as well as 
belated) 2015 introduction on Friday before 
Valkenswaard. Photo opportunities, injury an¬ 
nouncements, testing news and some thoughts 
on the future - as well as a damn good BBQ 
- were offered by a panel that included both 
factory riders Kawasaki Motor Europe Racing 
Manager Steve Guttridge, Team Owner Thierry 
Chizat Suzzoni and Team Manager Frangois 
Lemariey. Here are some of the comments and 
subjects offered by the Kawasaki collection 

Thierry on...having Ryan Villopoto under the 
awning: 

“To have Ryan with us with a dream but one 
that is real and here now. It is a fantastic 
experience for us. The U.S. is so far away and 
European Grand Prix is different but Ryan is 
determined to win and it is satisfying for us to 
be working like this.” 

Steve on...the relationship with Kawasaki Mo¬ 
tor Corps particularly in a difficult time for 
Green over the water: 

“It’s good. Technicians from there have been 
over helping us and we hope to test together 
and share more information in the future.” 

Ryan on...his feelings and estimations up until 
that point of the series: 

“I think things are going pretty well and we 
have made good progress in these first rounds. 
It was a bit of a change and a shocker to see 


how much travelling it was for those first three 
rounds. We managed well. Qatar did not go as 
planned but we came back, tested and went 
much better in Thailand. Argentina was so-so; 
we were just off the pace of those guys. The 
first European round - I was told - was one 
of the tougher tracks to race and I actually 
felt pretty good and felt like I was riding well, 
and we made progress with the bike that was 
needed. We were starting to click but then I 
ended up crashing.” 

Thierry on...also evaluating the team’s pro¬ 
gress: 

“Thailand was just the second race and he 
won. Ryan had been injured for ten months 
and Qatar was his first start. Thailand was 
complicated because of the distance and the 
humidity but it was fantastic and the first step. 
The next step is to win other Grands Prix. In 
Argentina the position was not good but he 
was in the top three or four. The season is very 
long with eighteen GPs, starting in March to 
finish in September. We are taking our time but 
I think things will be better in the next month 
because he learns a lot and he learns quickly; 
this is the most important thing.” 

Francois on...the elevated status of the team 
and the limelight: 

“It has been quite busy and having all the at¬ 
tention around we’ve called it the ‘Villopoto 
Effect’. We have kept cool heads and done our 
jobs while also trying to keep the riders fo¬ 
cussed on their racing.” 



Tyla on...the indifferent start to 2015: 

“In the winter we got a bit lost. We tested in 
America and then came over here and rode on 
tracks that we thought were rough but when we 
went to Qatar we were like ‘wow’! We got back 
to Belgium for some testing and Thailand was 
better.” 

Ryan on...the close battle with Clement De- 
salle in Italy just prior to the crash that saw 
him suffer a cracked coccyx: 

“I think Clement and Tony were a little bit 
quicker than me and he [Desalle] was able to 
inch up. Coming down that first hill if I hadn’t 
have slowed up and let him by then we would 
have both been on the ground. Looking back I 
don’t know that was going through his head... 
but not much. All the other passes were OK ex¬ 
cept for that one. Not to say that it’s not racing 
but it is a little early for that!” 


Tyla on...getting ready for the sand and opti¬ 
mising the KX450F: 

“We did some good testing this week. I raced 
in America for five years and obviously ran a 
completely different set-up in the U.S. It has 
been tough - even last year - I feel that we 
made some big changes yesterday and the 
suspension guys told me I am coming towards 
a European set-up now.” 

Ryan on...2016: 

“I get the question a lot but as of right now I 
have not gone back and thought about it too 
much, just concentrating on what is in front of 
us and getting where we need to be. We were 
a little bit off coming into the season and from 
testing in the wrong places like back in the 
States where it is completely different. I have 
not put more thought into it. Steve asked me 
just recently and I am going to have to make a 
decision eventually on what I want to do; keep 
the decision I have made or change it.” 
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STAYING ON... 

By Adam Wheeler 


9-8-1-3-4-4-4-DNF: Around the time of the Grand 
Prix of Europe last weekend where he was eventu¬ 
ally a non-starter, Ryan Villopoto might have been 
looking as his moto results so far in MXGP and 
veering towards ‘hang on; I fancy another go at 
this...’. Adaptation to the FIM Motocross World 
Championship was expected; fast rivals also, the 
degree of set-up changes not quite so much and 
certainly not a fractured coccyx by round four. 
There is clearly still some business to be done. 

Seventh in the standings at the time of writing 
and almost ‘two Grands Prix’ behind Max Nagl 
the script wasn't quite written like this for a serial 
AMA championship collector. It is hard to judge 
whether the predicament and life in Europe is 
either galvanising RV or slowly ebbing away at 
his motivation in what he has often stated will be 
a last year as a competitive racer. In fairness to 
Ryan he was unlikely to win either way. The ques¬ 
tion over what he will do in 2016 would still be 
prevalent if he was running away with the series 
(and the clamour to keep his profile in MXGP 
would be high) or struggling for form in which 
case many would believe that a prolific winner 
like the 26 year old wouldn't be able to accept 
closing the door on such a glittering career in a 
half-hearted manner. At the moment - and ac¬ 
cording to the numbers in the opening line of this 
text - his predicament is leaning more towards 
the latter situation. If the 2014 MX2 champion¬ 
ship story taught motocross fans around the 
world anything its that a season is rarely sealed 
until the ‘number 1’ t-shirt is worn and soaked in 
champagne on the top of the podium. KTM had 
to keep those t-shirts in boxes at last summer’s 
Czech Grand Prix as Jordi Tixier started to churn 
away at Jeffrey Herlings's 145 lead. 


If history is a solid reference then we can see that 
Max Nagl and Clement Desalle - even Gautier 
Paulin - are all exceptional athletes and motor¬ 
cycle racers but they have scarcely avoided the 
spectre of injury. At 90 points adrift and provided 
he can be reasonably fit for the Grand Prix of 
Spain in two weeks then Villopoto is not out of 
this yet. The irony of course is that he is likely to 
have to make a call on his future before his title 
aspirations become clearer set. 

“I get the question a lot but as of right now I have 
not gone back and thought about it too much, 
just concentrating on what is in front of us and 
getting where we need to be,” was his latest pub¬ 
lic repost to an enquiry about his career only last 
Friday. “We were a little bit off coming into the 
season and from testing in the wrong places like 
back in the States where it is completely different. 
I have not put more thought into it. Steve [Gut- 
tridge, Kawasaki Motor Europe’s Racing Manager] 
asked me just recently and I am going to have to 
make a decision eventually on what I want to do; 
keep the decision I have made or change it.” 

Villopoto laughed off the rumours that he would 
make a sudden switch back to the AMA Pro 
Nationals (it would be hard to imagine the con¬ 
tractual mess if he did return to KMC) and even if 
he did fly back to the U.S. and blitz the outdoors 
for a fourth championship then his international 
standing and legacy - maybe even that of Ameri¬ 
can motocross - would take a hefty hit. 

Perhaps a more possible scenario - although 
one that I still personally believe is in the realms 
of fantasy - is that RV does indeed sign on for 
another Grand Prix term. For almost all parties on 



this side of the water it would be in their interests 
to have Ryan trying again in 2016. MXGP has 
benefitted from boosted attendances, media inter¬ 
est, sponsorship interest and TV coverage, part of 
what his Monster Energy Kawasaki Team joke is 
the “Villopoto Effect”. 

Although money might be low on his priority 
list after what he is bound to have banked in the 
last decade, the American will surely be able to 
make serious coin from those keen to have him 
in Grand Prix again. Noises from around the Vil¬ 
lopoto camp however keep assuring us that 2015 
really is the final word and that the toils of racing 
have gone on too long. 

Publicly Ryan isn’t ruling out one direction or the 
other and it can still be hard to tell if there is an 
agenda already in place. There are also chang¬ 
ing landscapes around him. Take his friend Ca¬ 
sey Stoner for example. The Australian has been 
outwardly critical of MotoGP since his retirement 
and seems almost apathetic to entering the pad- 
dock once again...but then when Dani Pedrosa’s 
factory RCV became free for several races then 
Casey could be found on Twitter exclaiming his 
regret that he cannot be swinging a leg over the 
bike in Austin. 

RV? Who knows? But we all will soon. Entering 
May and talk of 2016 MXGP contracts will begin. 
Herlings, Cairoli, Nagl and Paulin are tied up. 

It is unlikely that Kawasaki wont want to drag 
confirmation of their athletes as late as they did 
last summer when the RV will-he-wont-he saga 
took the better part of three months to reach 
resolution. KRT title sponsors Monster Energy 
still desire a way to challenge the Red Bull KTM 
hegemony. If Ryan is receptive then I’d expect a 


fine courtship to already be taking place for 2016 
Grand Prix. 

As for the rider and his own outlook if you can 
align his achievements and win rates to another 
motorsport athlete then it has to be someone like 
Valentino Rossi. If Villopoto is sitting (or currently 
trying not to sit) on the fence then a little analysis 
of the Italian's career would make for interesting 
ready: The Doctor took one season to learn each 
new class and aced the title in his second at¬ 
tempt... 
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WHAT A GRAND PRIX RIDER WEARS AND WHY 


By Adam Wheeler, Photos by Ray Archer 

B ritish Champion Shaun Simpson takes 
his prep for eighteen Grands Prix, eight 
national championship rounds, at least 
three pre-season Internationals and a few 
races in the Benelux region where he is based 
every year very seriously. The 27 year old is 
one of only a few MXGP riders that uses most 
of the minimal safety means that motocross 
athletes have at their disposal so we wanted to 
know what he clicks-up and why and whether 
there was any madness in the method when 
it comes to getting ready for one of the most 
expressive and draining motorsports on the 
planet. 


“Well when it comes to this stuff I’ve got a little 
rhyme that I say,” the Scot explains. “If I am 
packing my kit bag then I do it how I would 
dress so: ‘boxers, socks, bandages, knee brac¬ 
es, [riding] pants, booties, boots, t-shirt, chest 
protector, shirt, body belt, helmet, neck brace, 
goggles, gloves’. I must do that saying twenty 
times a week.” 

Demonstrating his layers to get dressed for a 
Grand Prix Shaun talks about the steps... 



THE GEAR: SS24 




“Bawbags is a Scottish underwear company and 
part of their profits go towards funding research 
into testicular cancer. It is quite a Scottish word 
and a special name for boxers! To be associ¬ 
ated with a small company that has potential is 
cool. Some of their designs are a bit ‘out there’ 
but aren’t all boxers these days...certainly mo- 
tocross-style ones. Your ‘package’ is not really 
something you can protect and sometimes you’ll 
get a stone that whacks you in a sensitive area! 
Also if you land on the tank or awkwardly on 
the seat then it can be painful! It is just some¬ 
thing you have to ride on with and something 
you don’t really think about. Boxers are actually 
quite important because some guys suffer from 
‘monkey butt’, in other words: red arse cheeks. 

I like to use underwear that does not have any 
seams or anything that can rub onto your arse.” 




THE GEAR: SS24 


“Next is the underlayer up top. Sometimes I used Compresssport again but I also 
like Alpinestars’ one because it has a high neck and gives me something against 
the neck brace. Depending on the conditions then I’ll either wear a t-shirt version 
or a vest and that’s to stop any chaffing from my armour. I’ve used the same Al¬ 
pinestars gear since 2009! It gets washed and washed and I have a stack of them 
folded up that I just re-use. I should ask for new ones...In the winter or if I am 
back home then I wear the high neck version with long sleeves; with the sleeves 
you just have to keep any eye on pressure on your arms.” 


“I wear small Compressport socks for my feet up to my ankles and then the full 
length leggings which start at my ankle over the sock and go right up over the top 
of my boxers. I don’t have any skin showing at all to stop any chaffing from the rid¬ 
ing pants. The Compresssport stuff is really impressive. They have this really nice 
silicon top ring that means it stays up the whole race and I haven’t found anything 
else that can do as good a job. I believe it definitely helps with recovery and it is 
a bit like an energy drink; once you don’t have it then it is hard to think of going 
another way. You have to give specific measurements for your leg so it is quite a 
special thing. Riding in the heat? I cannot wear knee braces on my skin so in Thai¬ 
land for example I just needed to accept that I’d be wearing the leggings. There is 
also a spray you can put on to make them feel cooler.” 


“The chest protector comes from Leatt and it’s great. An excellent piece of 
equipment and one of the best I’ve had. Thor always used to have a good version 
because it fitted your body well. The clip system works great on the Leatt and it 
is nice and flat so your neck brace sits on top. It has a clip so you can fasten the 
neck brace but I prefer having it a little bit free. I use hand guards on the bike so 
I don’t feel the roost so much there but it can hit your helmet, goggles and you 
can hear it. You know and can feel when you are getting roosted hard and when 
you get in the shower afterwards you look at the state of your upper arms and 
think ‘thank god I had all that on underneath’. The armour takes some punish¬ 
ment and I take two to every race. It is also nice to have one looking reasonably 
fresh so when you take your shirt off somebody might be taking a photo or a 
crowd is nearby. The last thing you want is a chest protector that looks a bit of a 
dogger; I think Dad has had the same one since 1970! One thing worth mention¬ 
ing is that I wear the back section as well. Most people take those off. You are 
not going to get roosted on your back but you only need to speak to the likes of 
Steven Frossard who got a gear lever in the back or Bobryshev last year when 
he got nailed by Van Horebeek at Arco. Dad always said “imagine going down 
at the start and someone hitting you with the bottom of the fork leg right in the 
back..?” That’s gonna hurt massively. Do I modify the chest protector? I mod 
everything! I trim the labels and some of the extra padding parts to make every¬ 
thing fit a bit better.” 


“’Bandages’ are knee brace socks and I put on under the CTi 2 custom braces; something I 
have used since 2004. I get measured up for the braces, at least once a year for a new set 
but I keep getting the old ones refurbished and use those for practicing while the latest stuff 
I take to races. You wouldn’t believe the amount of damage they pick up. They do a job when 
it comes to over-extension of the joint but sometimes I look at them and see plenty of chips, 
scrapes and footpeg marks. They take a lot of abuse. In 2013 at Ernee in France I crashed 
and actually broke both braces. I reckon I would need two sets per year. A lot of times if 
you lose the front end in a corner then the knee brace can stop your handlebars from going 
into the top of your knee cap. We struggled with that for a few years but CTi now have a full 
kneecap protector. From when I was young Dad always told me to protect myself and I am 
probably one of the few guys that uses every piece of protection I can get. A lot don’t wear 
chest armour, kidney belts, body armour, neck braces...some don’t even use knee braces. 

You do get used to a level of protection and it becomes just a way of doing your job. I re¬ 
member first trying knee braces and it felt like I was riding with two bits of wood on my legs! 
But from that day on I couldn’t imagine being without them. Gripping the bike also feels 
easier because you have some padding there.” 



THE GEAR: SS24 



“I’ve always used a kidney belt because Dad 
did...and when you’re a kid you just want to 
wear the same. I wore it right up to 2008 and 
then stopped because I was getting massive 
stomach cramps. I’d put it on just before the 
race and wouldn’t feel comfortable. That ended 
up being all down to my gluten allergy, so once 
that was sorted then I started putting it back 
on in 2010. I feel like it gives me a bit more 
support. Some riders, like David Philippaerts, 
seem to wear it almost over their arse. I have 
it a bit higher to support the back. It is one of 
those things that I cannot do without. I think 
I forgot it at Valkenswaard last year and I did 
one practice session and felt shit. I had to go 
to Alpinestars and get a new one. It’s another 
piece of kit that I re-use over and over. I have 
new ones of the same model but I just stick to 
the old one, a creature of habit.” 



“Most riding pants come with hip protectors 
but I take those out and I think most people 
do. I cover the inside of the knee brace to 
stop it ripping the pants and then into the 
seat cover. I cut pieces of an inner tube and it 
slides on with one of the straps. I like to run 
the waist strap quite tight, some others go 
loose and have their shirt tail flapping but I 
guess I’m a bit neater! I use a clean set every 
session and One Industries give me two new 
sets every weekend. So I use the second hand 
stuff for practice the next week.” 
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“Now the shirt and I actually put it on before the kidney belt, which I know is 
a bit weird. It doesn’t make sense but it just a routine I’ve had since I was a 
kid. The shirt is mostly standard and I used a vented version if it is hot. I give 
shirts away, mostly to people who I know try to support me or young kids that 
I know who watch me. There are a couple of the ‘Shirt Collectors’ that I give to 
and have done for over ten years. I don’t like Shirt Collectors but I do support 
some of them. I keep a full kit for myself at the end of every season - as well 
as Motocross of Nations shirts. I have British Championship winning shirts and 
goggles, Nations helmets and boots; god knows where I am going to put it all. 
This year I’m looking to do more shirt giveaways through the Simpson Army 
and people who are actually supporting me. It is just something extra to give 
back to the fans. The only thing I would criticise about the shirt is that when 
I wear the neck brace you can hardly see my name and you never really get 
the stickers on the brace correct to match-up. A plain shirt would look daft but 
maybe the name and number could be lower. Or like how I had it when I wore 
Kini; so the number first and the name at the bottom. I thought that looked 
pretty smart. One Industries actually print on top of the shirts and after a two 
or three rinses it looks a bit washed-out but on the plus side everyone has 
their shirt printed these days and I think it looks smarter with the logos on 
top. It is just different. I wear a standard shirt that anyone can buy but with my 
logos on it and I think fans can get their stuff and do the same, which is quite 
a cool way of looking at it. The shirt might be a tiny bit heavy because of that 
but One Industries have gone mental with the material and have these pants 
now that are super-light and thin; they are almost like lycra. It is the thinnest 
stuff you have ever seen and you can see my knee braces through it!” 


“Now the neck brace; a Leatt their latest carbon version and it weighs hardly anything. I 
like to have it tucked in at the front so it goes under the protector. I pull the shirt down so 
you can see all the sponsors. I like the brace held in by the shirt but flappy at the back and 
other riders have different things going on. I’m still totally convinced by neck protection and 
I don’t feel the brace when it is on me and it doesn’t bothering me at all. The other day I had 
a crash - a stupid one while I was practicing, I clipped a slower guy and went down on my 
head and flipped round. And you think ‘what could have gone wrong there if I didn’t have it 
on?’. I trim the new Leatt actually just to get it as sleek and slender as possible but I imagine 
for general off-road riding the extra padding bits are fine. The new version is also very com¬ 
pact and much easier for cleaning. You can customise the brace with sticker design sets and 
it is something I’d like to work on more and have special kits for special races. A cool guy 
called Ryan Watson is doing them for me now and the graphics have to sit well with the shirt 
design so it is not always the easiest job and I’ve opted for a white and black brace so it fits 
with most kit colours. A small point is that it is also good advertising space!” 


“Boots. I used Tech 8s when I was a schoolboy so around 2001-2002 but then wore Wulfsport 
for a few years until the factory contact with KTM came around and then it was Alpinestars and 
stuff like Airoh helmets. Alpinestars were always keen - and still are - for me to wear white 
and the thing that struck me about the Tech 10s (that were all the rage back in 2008) was how 
comfortable they were from the first day. Some other boots needed a good while and maybe 
four or five outings on the bike before they are broken in. I’ve heard some people be quite 
critical of the 10s but I’ve always thought that they last a long time. They are robust and, yes, 
they do get softer but they also stay that way. They have the inner bootie, which is the best on 
the market and certainly from the others I have tried, and that whole system makes your foot 
and ankle feel secure. There are only three buckles on the boot but it just works. Contact with 
another rider or dragging your foot in a crash can pop the buckles but it is pretty rare to be 
honest. The Tech 10 is slender and as a rider anything that provides that feeling when you are 
on the bike is the kind of thing you are looking for. The Tech 8 felt pretty bulky in comparison. 

In my experience the sole lasts as long as the boot and there is no metal protection on the 
front because it is all moulded in together. As a factory rider I’d say we were getting through a 
new set every Grand Prix. We’d use them at a race, then practice for a week or two after and 
then come to the next meeting and get another pair. It is a little different now and I reckon I 
get through between seven-to-ten sets a season. They take a lot; perhaps around sixty-seventy 
hours on the bike so that’s a lot of activity and wear. The Tech 10s impress me also because 
the plastic seems to stay whiter than other models. I remember the Gaernes would tend to 
go a bit yellow after two-three washes but if you clean the 10s well then they stay quite fresh. 
Overall it is just low maintenance and good quality. You obviously spend quite a while with the 
boots on and then booties, socks, leggings, braces, pants...sometimes you just want to get it 
all off and air your skin a bit when you are back to the motorhome or wherever you are set up.” 
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“Gloves: One Industries straight out of the packet 
and another ‘best product’ I’ve used. Size medium, 
and I cut off the labels. I like a tight fit but also a 
little loose. Many guys suffer from blisters and I 
think that is due to poor fitting gloves. If they are 
puckering up on your hands then that’s not good. 

The One Industries are thin and have external bits 
on the top of the palms and I remember cutting that 
stuff off some Alpinestars gloves once because they 
just made the gloves too thick. I wear the ‘Gamma’ 
gloves and they are excellent. I have a new pair 
every race and I notice Desalle uses a lot of new 
ones - most of the factory guys do. You notice the 
difference with a new set. I don’t tape my hands at 
all unless I’m having a really bad day. It might be my 
clutch finger and very rarely on my thumbs. I don’t 
know if it is because I’m always doing a lot on the 
bike and helping my Dad or just genetic make-up 
but I don’t tend to suffer from blisters. I remem¬ 
ber a mechanic, Jon Primo, who worked for Marvin 
Musquin over here said he could always tell when I 
was riding well if the outside of my handlebar grips 
were worn, not the inside like a lot of other guys. He 
only worked with me for a brief time but made that 
observation and I’d say he is right because I don’t 
wear the inside of the grips and I can see that from 
my practice bike. Maybe it is because I’m a bit more 
relaxed and the grip position shows that.” 
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“I cannot sing the praises of the Shoei helmet enough and definitely one of the best hel¬ 
mets I have worn in my life. In terms of weight it is probably one of the heaviest but the 
build quality, the rigidity of the shell; you hold it in your hands and know that the protec¬ 
tion is there. You can tell it is a Japanese helmet from the lining because everything fits 
and clicks perfectly into place. Not to diss other helmets but sometimes you put it all 
in and one section has clicked out and you have to do it again. The lining fits my head 
nicely. Some helmets push your cheeks or fold your ears. This is a standard Shoei out of 
the box and does the job. The air ventilation feels good and the peaks are amazing you 
can bend them like anything and they don’t crack or the paint doesn’t flake off. I would 
say I get through ten a year and I have already bought two more because they also get 
chipped and damaged. The only issue is sometimes I’ve having problems with sweat. I 
either stick some sanitary towels in the liner or Shoei have their own pads, which are 
pretty good and I use two. If I don’t put any in then after twenty minutes of practicing 
I’ll get sweat dropping into the goggles. A lot of people have this and I do swear bucket 
loads anyway. A weird thing: I always have the buckle strap clicked into place whereas 
other riders are not bothered. I buckle it loose and can put four fingers between the strap 
and my chin, otherwise I feel that it is choking me a little bit.” 


“I wore Smith for many years and dabbled with Oakley in 
2006 and Pro Grip in 2013. Smith treated me well and I 
had some good times with them but the Scott deal came 
along and I was delighted. The product is better than 
Smith from a quality point of view, maybe to do with the 
glue and the strap and the clips. The Shoei helmet has 
a nice ridge for the goggles and you just know when it 
is sitting properly. The laminates fit well and so do the 
frames on my face. I’m really fussy with my goggles 
and won’t let anybody else touch them. I also use clear 
lenses and wont use any other colour. I like roll-offs and 
will use them in the rain. I always use a pack of 21 tear- 
offs and some people think that’s excessive and some 
only do the GP Qualification Heat with 14 only. I vowed to 
myself in 2009 I would use more. It was when I rode be¬ 
hind Josh Coppins in Valence in the last race and I was 
battling for fourth position. With three laps to go I used 
my fourteenth and ran out and was pissed off because if 
I had a few more then I would have had the opportunity 
to pass him. I like to put a little strip along the top of the 
goggle - and this is something I have done for years - 
because if the track is a bit gravelly and that stuff gets 
behind the first tear-off then it doesn’t matter how many 
you trash you aren’t going to get clear vision. The strip 
stops things like dust, water or anything else getting be¬ 
hind. I just use white tape and it would be something to 
give Scott some feedback about.” 
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ERIK EGGENS IS NOW AT THE HEART OF YAMAHA'S 
REINVIGORATED MOTOCROSS RACING PROGRAMME IN 
MXGP AND EMX. QUITE A POSITION OF RESPONSIBILITY 
AND WE WANTED TO LEARN HOW AND WHY... 
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ERIK EGGENS 


ver imagined being a Fantasy Motocross 
Manager? Picking riders, developing 
stars and drinking in the glory? You’d 
be hard pushed to find person in the paddock 
who hasn’t made a judgement or had an opin¬ 
ion on those contracts that have seen athletes 
switching or committing to a team or brand; 
some have worked well, some have surprised 
and others have crashed and burned. It is quite 
a responsibility to make decisions that affect 
livelihoods and can inspire or wreck dreams. 

Talking to Erik Eggens it is curious to get an 
insight into how a manufacturer needs to 
structure their racing programme and make 
sure that every aspect is in place to obtain 
results (market the bikes) and evolve a ros¬ 
ter of athletes in order to maintain a period 
of exposure and success. Yamaha have well- 
supported presence in both Grand Prix catego¬ 
ries (MXGP and MX2) but as the most prolific 
Japanese manufacturer of both two-stroke and 
four-stroke motorcycles they are also involved 
in the European Championship divisions. Since 
the EMX series joined the Grand Prix support 
card then the awareness and promotional win¬ 
dow of the competition has grown enormously. 
Honda have invested in their own champion¬ 
ship in support of the CRF150R and brands 
are suddenly looking at how they can promote 
their other machinery outside of the central 
250 and 450 models. 

Eggens might be key in the decision to de¬ 
termine who steers Michele Rinaldi’s factory 
YZ450FM equipment but he also has to over¬ 
see an assembly of teams, personnel, budget, 


technical support and all the personal rela¬ 
tionships involved to ensure that this ‘motor’ 

- based on Italian, Belgian/French squads and 
four different bikes - chimes along to the best 
of its capability and to ultimately justify the 
investment. 

37 years old and recently a father, Eggens 
challenged for the 2001125cc World Champi¬ 
onship and also picked up wins in the forma¬ 
tive years of MX2. Always articulate, outgoing 
and chatty, Erik was a pleasure to deal with as 
a rider and watching him in his new role he is 
incessantly talking and listening to pretty much 
anyone in a blue shirt; that ‘sponge’ effect 
again in place. Eggens was -and probably still 
is - a fantastic sand rider and shared spoils 
with contemporary Marc de Reuver and set the 
modern template for Dutch supremacy from 
which Jeffrey Herlings has bounded onwards. 

We asked for an insight into how you go about 
forging, guiding and learning about a compre¬ 
hensive racing structure... 

You were a works KTM rider then dabbled 
with Honda and Suzuki so when did the Yama¬ 
ha link begin for you...? 

My first year was at the end of 2009. I started 
as a test rider with the off-road production 
bikes, so WR and YZ. From there on I started 
to do different things like going to events and 
going to races while still testing. Every year the 
job got a bit bigger but not especially dedicat¬ 
ed to one thing like racing or testing...not like I 
do now. 
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Last year we saw you a lot in the Grand Prix 
paddock again. What was your role at the 
time? 

I was involved with the European Champion¬ 
ship programme and being in contact with the 
MX2 and 125 guys and keeping a close eye on 
what was going on around Europe with young 
talent and technical matters. I was making 
reports to share internally at Yamaha Motor 
Europe but also in Japan. I think we are doing 
well in the European Championship and luck¬ 
ily we have a very good 125 two-stroke and we 
are the only Japanese manufacturer that still 
produces them. By working on this programme 
and travelling around the continent I could see 
an increase of riders using this equipment. I 


remember heading to a regional Italian Cham¬ 
pionship race and seeing that we had made 
some good gains with the amount of riders 
racing the YZ125. You cannot expect an area in 
which we could not focus on seriously for four 
or five years to suddenly be up there and run¬ 
ning at high levels again right away. It will take 
one or two years for us to see results in this 
area but there are signs that this [more invest¬ 
ment in European racing] is starting to pay off 
and is a good way to go. We are working hard 
and in quite a good direction but we still need 
to improve. 
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Can you give an example? 

Such as establishing a chain where a rider can 
progress through the European EMX; this is one 
of the things we are focusing on. It is important 
to have good teams where riders can grow. In 
some cases - and it could be because of age or 
other circumstances - it might be better for a rid¬ 
er to grow in his own zone, let’s say, and in other 
cases a rider might be better off in the team at an 
early stage. This is something we are working on 
and trying to keep that flow going. The age limit 
in MX2 [23 years] means that it is very important 
to start early with young racers. With have an 85 
two-stroke, a 125 and then the 250 four-stroke 
and we are able to participate in all these classes 
and it is something we should work on. 


The testing must have been an easy role for an 
ex-GP rider when he is closing his career but 
you have had to quickly learn other skills as well; 
contracts, marketing, strategies... 

Yes, this is a nice - and big - challenge for me. 
There are some things that I need to learn a lot 
about and I am working on that every day. On the 
other hand when you have been a rider yourself 
and you have moved around teams and different 
classes - I was racing the two-stroke when the 
four-stroke came so luckily I had the chance to 
do both, even the 450 -it gives a good base. You 
can learn the theory of the job but when you are 
between twenty-five or thirty years of age then 
you cannot get a full grasp of a role like this. I 
hope I can make a good combination of both 
sides and I’m very pleased with the team set-up 
as it is now. I think our Yamaha line-up has a 
good idea of what to do. Our factory team, led by 
Michele Rinaldi, has fantastic experience and they 
are focussed on winning titles. The MX2 structure 
with Kemea and Standing Construct is very solid 
and to have two ex-riders like Marnicq Bervoets 
and Yves Demaria working with the athletes is a 
big asset. It is important to have the right people 
around you that you can rely on and also share 
information to get to a higher level. Then it is 
a matter of making the right strategy to move 
where we want to go and adjusting small details 
to be where we want to be and have success. 

So now you are responsible for bringing riders to 
Yamaha and also looking after the commercial 
side of the racing effort...What are the specifics? 

Quite a lot! Yamaha is a big and strong company 
and supports racing on a high level. The manage¬ 
ment is more involved in this scene than they 
have ever been. It helps to further build up that 
excitement and feeling about racing in Yamaha 
that has always been there. They care about what 
is going on, and that’s good to work with. Going 
back to your question it is good for me to have 
that support and I have a range of responsibili¬ 
ties, some of which you have mentioned. 






So if I’m a rider and I want to be with Yamaha 
then you are the man I need to persuade? 

How good are you? Explain! 

I’m very talented... 

Yeah. Talking about that I am a firm believer 
that you have to be 100% behind something 
or someone and it’s important to have that 
contact with the rider and also the team. If a 
rider has a good feeling with a team then why 
change? If the rider wants to change team but 
keep be with Yamaha then we have to look at 
it and find a solution. The starting point should 
always be that everybody is working in the 
same direction, and that is sometimes not so 
easy. It could be that a decision was wrong for 
a rider. If you are a good athlete then we need 
to find the situation where you are happy and 
the team are happy. These are basic ingredi¬ 
ents but we have to make them to ensure the 
best way to work and also keep the motivation 
up. 

That’s a big responsibility. There must be 
risks involved with spending big money on 
a star-signing or even investing in an eleven 
year old who could be the next Jeffrey Her- 
lings... 


Yeah, but in the end the team, the rider and 
Yamaha must be believe that making that 
contract was the right decision. I think I can 
rely on good experience around me but also 
good teams around me who can advise ‘don’t 
do that, because of this-and-this’. It is also why 
we need to start early. If you sign a star rider 
then there is quite a big chance that he could 
be up front whereas with a junior it is more of 
a risk. Nevertheless if there are teams that can 
create this working space for kids to grow then 
I think both ways could work. 

Do you still get out on the bike? 

Yeah, but not enough! I still do a little bit 
of testing but the changes over the last few 
months have meant very little time. Instead of 
a few times a week I am now out once in seven 
or ten days; something like that. It is much 
easier to talk to a rider when you know and 
share the same feelings. Racing can work for 
testing and testing can work for racing and it 
is good to have that close link for the good of 
product development. 

So can people still see anything like the old 
Eggens on a given day at Lommel or Lierop? 

Ah, no! I’m a bit tighter now! Those days were 
very nice but there are not there any more. 






WIRGRATULIEREN RYAN DUNGEY - DEM 450 SUPERCROSS CHAMPION 2015! 

UM DIE MEISTERSCHAFT 3 RENNEN VOR SAISONENDE KLARZUMACHEN, BRAUCHT ES 
WEIT MEHR, ALS NUR KONSTANTE LEISTUNGEN. HOLESHOTS, ABSOLUTE PRAZISION, 
NERVEN AUS STAHL, PURE GESCHWINDIGKEIT UND 3 MAL MEHR SIEGE ALS JEDER 
ANDERE FAHRER IN DER SAISON 2015. KEINE KOMPROMISSE, KEINE SCHWACHEN, 
NIEMALS AUFGEBEN. NIE. IN JEDER RUNDE 100%IG READY TO RACE. 
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READY TO RACE 


immungen der Strafienverkehrsordnung beachten! 

;en teilweise Sonderausstattung gegen Mehrpreis. www.kiska.com 
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AMA-SX NEW JERSEY 






By Steve Matthes 
Photos by Simon Cudby 


ELI TOMAC MAKES IT A HAT-TRICK FOR 2015 BY HEADING 
RYAN DUNGEY AND COLE SEELY WHILE MARVIN MUSQUIN 
FINALLY GRASPS HIS SUPERCROSS DREAM AFTER SIX OF THE 1 
BEST. NEW JERSEY SAW SX IN DAYLIGHT BEFORE SWITCHING 
TO THE NOCTURNAL PLEASURE DEN OF VEGAS NEXT WEEK 






T he folks at Feld Motorsports have done well 
to grow the sport of supercross over the 
years, they’ve tried a lot of different things and 
tried to get the sport in front of as many eyes 
as possible. This past weekend, in the biggest 
media market in America, they tried something 
new in that the race was held during the mid¬ 
dle of the day. The reason for this was because 
of air time on Fox, which is one of the big five 
television networks in America and this was 
the best time slot available for this. 

So on the first occasion since 2003 when Day¬ 
tona (always traditionally held in the daytime 
and last held in the day twelve years ago) we 
had a race without lights. We’ll see if the TV 
ratings are big enough to justify the change in 
the program but if they are, and if supercross 
gets a jolt of interest from the masses, get 
ready for a lot more daytime supercross! 

One thing for sure, with the fireworks and 
opening ceremonies going off around 2:30PM 
and with the stadium being open air so the sun 
was shining, the usual buzz of rider introduc¬ 
tions were a bit muted. The crowd wasn’t as 
hyped as I think they would normally be. Some 
riders complained about the shadows but 
overall, as I said, if this TV exposure helps the 
sport grow in terms of getting the riders and 
teams more money and more exposure, then 
I’m all for it. It was different and weird though. 

Enough of that...onto the race! 

-Earlier this year, Eli Tomac took exception to 
the media talking about his starts and how 
they’re causing him problems. The GEICO 
Honda rider pointed out that it was more his 
first lap than his track position entering into 
the first turn and he had a good point. Lately 
though his issues regarding a lack of wins have 
been down to his gate prowess but in New York 
he didn’t need to ace the most important part 
of the race to get the win. 

Tomac started around the top five and steadily 
moved forward past some heavy hitters to pass 
early leader and quasi-team-mate Cole Seely 


and take a convincing win. It was his third of 
the year and gave us all an idea of how good 
Tomac can be if he just launches out near the 
front. That’s a big IF of course but with his 
speed (especially on a track that has traction 
and gets some ruts) it’s easy to see him as a 
future champion. 

“This week I did put myself in a better position, 
making it out of the heat race,” said Tomac 
afterwards. “The past two weekends I didn’t 
make it out of the heats by riding like a dork 
and cost myself in terms of gate position. For 
this start you had to be inside if you wanted to 
play it safe like I did. It wouldn’t have cut it on 
a 90-degree start. I would have gotten smoked. 
But I crept the inside and came out top five.” 
Asked about the daytime format Tomac joked 
that of course he was going to say it was awe¬ 
some because he won but after he finished 
laughing, he thought that the elimination of 
one practice from the usual schedule was 
great. “I honestly don’t think we need that free 
practice. I say actually maybe go two qualifiers 
like we had and then shorten up the gap in- 
between the night show itself because there’s 
a lot of sitting around,” Tomac said of the new 
format. 

“I actually just had a guy tell me ‘yeah, this 
was better because there wasn’t such a big 
gap between practice and the show itself so 
maybe they could do that. I think for a couple 
of rounds, the day race is cool. I think I would 
do three, four, five of them, but when I think of 
Supercross I still think of it under the lights. If 
it’s that big of a deal for TV, go for it. If it’s not, 
then we need it under the lights too.” 

One supercross race left and then it’s onto the 
12 round Lucas Oil Pro Motocross Champion¬ 
ships where Tomac is again one of two or three 
riders that could take home the title out there. 
With motos approaching forty minutes outside, 
Tomac’s starting weakness shouldn’t be as 
costly as they were indoors. 

-Ryan Dungey rode his usual race to end up 
second behind Tomac and Seely, well he was 
lamenting what could have been as he grabbed 
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the lead early and sprinted hard to try to take 
another victory. Unlike his first in Houston 
though, the track forced him into some errors 
and he ended up with a runner-up slot. With 
the podium, Seely also secured third overall 
in the points, which is a great showing for the 
450SX rookie. He’s got the skills, the fitness 
and the demeanor to have a long and success¬ 
ful career in this sport. Hard to believe that at 
one point he quit riding for about a year. 

-Two weeks ago we saw Ryan Dungey celebrate 
his second 450SX title and last week we saw 
Cooper Webb lock up his first 250SX West 
Coast title. This week it was Dungey’s team¬ 
mate Marvin Musquin getting his first 250SX 
title when he took the win and wrapped up 
his first USA crown to go with his MX2 World 
Championship from a few years ago. Great se¬ 
ries from the start to finish for the Frenchman 
and he’s a real asset to the sport over here. 
Friendly, outgoing and classy, Musquin is a 
great guy for any team that he’s on and speak¬ 
ing about that... 

So what’s next for “Moving” Marvin “The Marv 
Attack” Musquin? Well, he announced after 
the race that he signed with KTM for two more 
years to ride the 450 class. I had heard there 
were talks with Honda but I never took them 
seriously, I had talked to KTM management a 
while back and they made it clear they wanted 
him to stay orange. He’s been with the brand 


for a while, he’s delivered them a 250 world 
championship, 250SX championship and 
250MX wins on both sides of the ocean. And 
like my buddy David Vuillemin says, Marvin 
needed to win this title. He’s three weeks 
younger than Ryan Dungey, he’s got tons and 
tons of experience in this class, he’s on a great 
team and really, he was racing against kids. 
Musquin may be one of those guys that gets 
better on the bigger bike as well. 

-Justin Bogle, the defending champion, had 
a nice season. He got a win and was on the 
podium at every race but one. Years from now 
you’ll see the gap between him and Musquin 
was only 23 points and maybe if you weren’t 
there you’ll think that Bogle gave him a seri¬ 
ous run. That’s fine but if you were there every 
week, you saw that Marvin was noticeably bet¬ 
ter than Bogle pretty much every weekend and 
was able to catch and pass him more than a 
few times. Bogle was much better than every¬ 
one else in the class but this was Musquin’s 
the whole way. 

-The news came like a bomb to the sport. The 
Thursday before NYC SX Monster Kawasaki 
dropped a press release announcing that they 
had terminated the contract of star rider Davi 
Millsaps. Millsaps, who missed all of 2014 
with injury, hadn’t been doing that poorly and 
had in fact started to come around with some 
better rides in the last month or so. Millsaps 





has not commented to anyone and Kawasaki 
officially stated that their PR would be the last 
that they would comment on the matter. So it 
was left to sources close to both sides to try 
and figure out why a factory team would fire a 
rider with three rounds left. The teams other 
rider, Wil Hahn, is injured so the team just 
wouldn’t be attending the last three races at 
all.If the rumors are to be believed, this had 
nothing to do with results but that someone 
from Kawasaki found a substance in Millsaps 
personal locker in the truck for a substance 
that he needed a prescription for. Whether it 
was WADA (World Anti-Drug Adminstration) 
illegal or not appears to be in doubt depend¬ 
ing on whom you talk to but there’s no doubt 
that it was a substance that you needed to be 
prescribed. When Millsaps could not provide 
an RX for the substance, Kawasaki felt like 
they had no choice but to fire Davi under the 
personal conduct policy that every rider has in 
their contract. 


Millsaps showed up at Santa Clara but 
wouldn’t consent to any interviews, the word 
is he’s considering his legal options against 
Kawasaki to try and recoup some of his sal¬ 
ary back. With no one talking, we’ll probably 
never know what the substance was but I think 
we can all take it that Kawasaki felt it was bad 
enough that they had no choice but to fire it’s 
lead rider. 


What’s next for Millsaps? Well, he’s ridden for 
quite a few factory teams in the pits and so 
there’s doubt on whether he will be able to 
get top-notch equipment from someone. If he 
wanted to go his own way, a-la Chad Reed, 
then perhaps someone like Suzuki might 
provide him with everything he needs but it’s 
more than likely a case where Davi will need 
to take less money and try to rebuild himself 
back up to a consistent podium threat. He’s 
still very talented and a star in the sport but 
this is a black mark on him and his career. 
Then again, we’ve seen riders come back from 
far worse things than this and he can indeed 
ride a motorcycle very well. Stay tuned... 
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Worrying moments for Musquin who 
would recover from this Heat mishap 
to record his sixth win of the season 
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It’s been an eventful year for Chad Reed. 
Coming into the season, no one counted him 
out for a title run but we knew, and he knew, 
it was going to be tough. Reed started slow, 
got disqualified at one race, won a main event 
and crashed more than perhaps than at any 
other time. Still the most popular rider in the 
sport and a great interview no matter what, 
Reed took the time before New Jersey Su¬ 
percross (a race that he eventually pulled out 
of with a shoulder injury) to talk to me about 
this season and a number of supercross top¬ 
ics. 



Been a weird year for you. There was the win, 
I haven’t seen you crash this much and of 
course there was the DQ as well... 

It’s been a crazy year to be honest. I felt at the 
end of the last off-season and getting ready 
to go into January that - say to be champion 
you need to check ten boxes - I confidently felt 
like those ten boxes were checked and I was 
ready to go. For whatever reason I showed up 
at Anaheim and struggled at the first couple, 
and then like you said there was the black flag 
situation. It’s just been a real uphill battle, just 
been a tough season. I don’t believe that I’ve 
crashed in ten years as what I have this year. 
Just wrong place, wrong time sometimes but 


the majority of the time just dumb mistakes 
on my part. And then I think that being in 
the wrong place at the wrong time is on me. 

I can’t put a finger on it, exactly what I feel, 
but definitely going to do some backtracking 
at the end of the series here and try to figure 
out where it went south and try to be better for 
next year. 

But you got a win, which is nice, you’ve won a 
supercross race every single year since 2003 
when you haven’t made it to the last round... 

Truthfully I wouldn’t be out there if I didn’t 
think I could win. That’s kind of what I’ve 
always been consistent in saying. As long as I 
feel competitive and as long as I want to come 
out there and do it; it still is a lot of fun. I feel 
like I have the motivation, the skills, the pack¬ 
age to get it done. It’s just not happened nearly 
as much as I’d like. Sure it is nice to get a win. 

I think there’s been two years, 2010 and 2013 
are the only years that I haven’t won a race. 
And both those years I was injured. Being on 
the podium is always nice but winning races 
is nicer. But it’s been a long 12 or 13 years. It’s 
been fun. 

Do we know for sure that 2016 is going to be 
your last year racing? 

As I sit here today I can say I’m racing. There’s 
no timeline, there’s no date put forth or any¬ 
thing like that. I want to build on the luxury of 
having my own race team and being my own 
boss. Maybe it will be like what Windham did 
and I bail on a series or maybe it will be at the 
end of the season and I have a good season 
or I win or this or that, and I just go, you know 
what, I’m good. And I don’t know when that’s 
going to be. 

You hired a team-mate this year and if there 
were a constructor’s championship in super¬ 
cross, you and Josh Grant would be second 
behind factory Honda so that’s good for you... 

That’s a pretty cool stat. It’s something that I’m 
proud of. When you take a year like this and 
in our fifth year as a race team, it’s the little 
things that you’ve got to be happy with. This is 
our first year of taking on a second rider. That 
was a big deal for us just taking on and learn- 






AMA-SX CLASSIFICATION & CHAMPIONSHIP 


AMA 250SX EAST RESULT 

Riders 

1 

Marvin Musquin, FRA 

KTM 

2 

Justin Bogle, USA 

Honda 

3 

Joey Savatgy, USA 

Kawasaki 

4 

Jeremy Martin, USA 

Yamaha 

5 

RJ Hampshire, USA 

Honda 


AMA 450SX RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Eli Tomac, USA 

Honda 

2 

Ryan Dungey, USA 

KTM 

3 

Cole Seely, USA 

Honda 

4 

Blake Baggett, USA 

Suzuki 

5 

Andrew Short, USA 

KTM 


AMA 450SX STANDINGS 

(AFTER 16 OF 17 ROUNDS) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Ryan Dungey (c) 

365 

2 

Eli Tomac 

283 

3 

Cole Seely 

259 

4 

Chad Reed 

212 

5 

Blake Baggett 

208 


AMA 250SX EAST STANDINGS 

(AFTER 8 OF 9 ROUNDS) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Marvin Musquin 

194 

2 

Justin Bogle 

171 

3 

Jeremy Martin 

143 

4 

Joey Savatgy 

133 

5 

RJ Hampshire 

100 








































ing that not everything is about me, trying to 
spread the love. I feel we came into the season 
maybe not as prepared as we needed to be. A 
few things went wrong. Josh had foot surgery 
in the middle of December. I think that that 
kind of slowed down and delayed his progress 
throughout the off-season. But with all that 
said and done I think that each and every week 
we kind of stayed committed to the plan and 
the goal of trying to get both guys into the top 
ten. As the season’s gone on Josh has gotten 
better. He got a lot of good finishes. That’s the 
goal, to keep the sponsors happy. So that’s 
pretty damn cool we’re second best! (laughs) 

Some general thoughts on the series itself, I 
feel like for whatever reason this year wasn’t 
the best in terms of great racing and buzz 
around the series...your thoughts? 

I think any time that you take a James Stew¬ 
art, second on the all-time win list or a Ryan 
Villopoto being a four-time in a row champ, I 
think any time you remove two guys like that 
obviously isn’t a positive thing. I think what the 
series lacks these days - and in my personal 
opinion - is that there’s no flavour in there 
anymore. It’s very boring. Even as serious as 
Ricky (Carmichael) was and the training and 
all that, maybe because I’m older and it’s just 
once you’ve lived an era it’s hard to embrace 
or enjoy the next era, I probably am teeter-tot¬ 
tering right now. I’m still able to be competitive 
and I obviously still want to race and still find 
myself with a shot at these things. I kind of call 
myself more old-school than new-school. What 
I see in this new-school group, they’re boring. 
The way they race is really different. It’s not 
as fun. I enjoy the racing, don’t get me wrong, 
but it’s the straight-up, hardcore respect. Even 
the battles and the shit that I’ve been involved 
in with Ricky and James, there was respect. 

The actual racing and the way we raced for 
the most part I think was more respectful and 
just felt like it meant a little more than what it 
does these days. I’m finding it hard to put into 
words but it’s just not the same. 


Ryan Dungey was better than he’s ever been, 
new bike, got married and he was much better 
week-to-week than everyone else. What did 
you think of his year? 

In all honesty from what I’ve seen this year it 
was so predictable, in my opinion. Everything 
that happened is what my camp and my inner 
circle talked about would happen. I’m strictly 
talking about just the racing and whom you’re 
racing. At the end of the day I always thought 
that Ryan Dungey was going to be the guy that 
we had to beat, as far as just a competitive 
guy that was going to be there week in and 
week out. Did I think he was going to win as 
many races? I honestly was hoping to be on 
the opposite side of it and be the one winning 
the races. But I just think the guy’s been given 
a better competitive motorcycle. Clearly the Al- 
don (Baker) program works for certain people. 
Kenny (Roczen) seems like he self-imploded. 

It just seems really bizarre to me how that all 
went down. I didn’t really think that he was go¬ 
ing to be the guy to go out there and kill it all 
year but then you never know. He’s young but I 
also see him as somebody that last year, even 
when there were mistakes, for the most part he 
was there every weekend. So I kind of factored 
him in to be a bigger chance. But everybody 
else, I think (Trey) Canard was better than I 
expected and more consistent than I expected. 
Him getting hurt wasn’t necessarily his own 
doing, it was just wrong place, wrong time. I 
think Dungey had a great year, great program, 
great bike, great race team. When you add all 
those things up good things are going to hap¬ 
pen. 






Ray Archer 













By Adam Wheeler 


STILL AT 

100 % 


A catch-up with Marc Blanchard ‘50% 
of 100%’ who is semi-responsible for 
one of the most visual eyewear brands 
at this time in off-road racing. Blanchard 
and Ludo Boinnard’s Californian company 
have just relocated in San Diego as expan¬ 
sion continues and they have focussed on two 
wheels without internal combustion for 2015. 
With two 250SX titles in the bag already in 
the States and their first MXGP win thanks 
to Gautier Paulin last weekend we caught up 
with the Frenchman to see where this indus¬ 
try-grower is moving next... 


Changing location was about expansion or the 
desire for better premises? 

Kinda both. This is a building that we own. We 
used to have one with One Industries. Ludo 
[Boinnard, partner] found a way to exchange 
locations so we sold and bought. It is bigger 
than the One Industries building back in the 
day and bigger than the place we were rent¬ 
ing downtown. There is a great atmosphere. 
Our success kinda caught us by surprise and 
we had to react as we’d run out of room, not 
necessarily in terms of product but for people. 
There are about twenty in the company now... 

There used to be four or five right at the be¬ 
ginning... 

Yeah four! Humble beginnings! But things have 
been going well and we wanted to expand in 
different areas and needed to get the staff for 
it. 

Did you expect 100% to be at this level after 
three years? I know you didn’t want to make 
another ‘empire’ in the industry... 

No, that wasn’t our goal. Obviously I did not 
expect that growth and I don’t think anybody 
did. Even Ludo, who deals more with the busi¬ 
ness side and has great vision and sees stuff 
that I don’t, didn’t anticipated this. 


How can you explain it? Did people want 
something of quality that was also a bit more 
imaginative? 

I think it is about fitting in at the right time and 
right place. 


So if you look at the website now there seems 
to be a clear split of motorcycling with the 
bicycle... 

The bicycle is becoming a very important part 
of our programme. It is going in a circle and 
we are releasing products now that are more 
relevant to the bicycle than for moto. Like 
sport sunglasses. We are at a time where we 
are launching products and pushing them. It 
is not like we have stopped with motocross 
though. 

How is that for you creatively? It must be an¬ 
other learning process... 

Oh yeah. That was the approach from the 
beginning and to learn something new and 
explore something we haven’t done. It is chal¬ 
lenging and hard work. It is also humbling 
sometimes and you get things wrong. We have 
product that was designed two years ago and 
they are getting released only now so it has 
been a lot of work and trial-and-error. 


With the right product... 

Probably, yeah. 




An example? 

Well, the helmet! We have been working on 
one for mountain bike, for downhill. Even 
though I have done helmets in the past, this 
one was different with new specs and materi¬ 
als. A lot of work. We were dealing with Kevlar. 
The homologation process is different com¬ 
pared to moto, so you can do different things 
and that was how the learning came into it. A 
motocross helmet needs to Snell and DOT ap¬ 
proved. Here in Europe Airoh make very light 
helmets but they are not Snell approved for 
the U.S. 

Back to moto, talk to me about the gloves 
because they seemed to be the next product 
along after goggles and sunglasses. It seems 
to give a good platform for design and color- 
ways... 

The gloves are a good side project and a fun 
thing but in moto we want to be perceived as 
an eyewear brand. Anyway, you can buy the 
gloves and make a cool colour combination 
with the goggles. We know that on sponsor¬ 
ship level we don’t want to compete with gear 
brands, so it is something fun but it is not a 
run-up to producing gear. We’ll stop at the 
gloves. 

Is that a promise? 

I swear on my kids! As long as I’m in charge 
we won’t do gear. 

The goggles are popular and effective. Can 
those advance further or is it a case of just 
re-working the design year upon year? 

Right now it is not easy, and Oakley have a 
great product. You have to mix using latest 
technology and making sure that the product 
has the right price. There are a lot of com¬ 
ponents to be successful. We are working on 


some stuff but it is a long process. Our product 
is cool and that’s what people like. Also for the 
price they get a lot of stuff. For these reasons 
we are probably successful. Now we should be 
working on the next generation of goggle. 

The Barstow was a nice milestone for the 
company. Do you have similar ideas coming 
up? 

I think when we launch the mountain bike 
helmet then this will be a good one. We also 
have the new Speedcraft sunglasses that is 
probably more for cycling or training but mo¬ 
tocross guys also cycle and it’s amazing since 
we launched it how many of our moto guys 
have called asking for it. It is not a motocross 
specific product but it applies to the sport and 
it will be interesting to see how it takes off and 
how it will pan out. 

When is the helmet due? 

Probably the fall or summer. This week was 
the Sea Otter event in California and we had a 
booth where we showed it to people. It’s a fun 
time. 

Lastly how does it feel to see the brand on the 
top of the podium each week with the likes of 
Cooper Webb and Marvin Musquin delivering 
the goods in supercross...? 

Really good. The 250 programme is very 
strong and we have the best guys except for 
Pro Circuit but they are not having a good 
year. We have Geico, Star Racing with Cooper 
and the Martins and Marvin is finally putting 
together a good season with no injuries. I’m so 
happy for him because he is a really talented 
guy. At last he can move to the 450 because 
he needs to. Expect a new ad in OTOR with 
East Coast and West Coast visuals soon! 

















A LITTLE BIT OF ARGY-BARGY... 


By Gavin Emmett 

T he general consensus of opinion was that in 
terms of excitement, 2014 was an above aver¬ 
age season for MotoGP. Despite Marc Marquez’s 
continued domination of the championship, his 
ability to take on all-comers in every condition 
imaginable, all whilst riding a ragged knife-edge 
meant that fans felt treated to a show worthy of 
the world’s premier road-racing competition. 

Three races down in the 2015 series and we’re 
already talking about this being a notch higher: a 
proper vintage year. It’s not hard to fathom why 
when the sport’s hero for the past generation, Val¬ 
entino Rossi, has taken two victories out of three 
- both from eighth position on the grid - and in 
doing so has rekindled the interest of the yellow- 
clad masses across the globe. 

If Rossi is box-office, a Rossi versus Marquez 
head-to-head is Hollywood gold-dust, but the 
question on everybody’s lips now is whether the 
36 year-old Italian can maintain this resurgence 
in form and pace, or will the return to Europe her¬ 
ald the comeback for the Spanish armada. 

From what we have seen so far, his performances 
up to now have been no flash in the pan - the Ar¬ 
gentina victory was as calculated as any dreamed 
up in the era of Jeremy Burgess’ engineering 
prowess, and the 2015 Yamaha in Rossi’s hands 
looks to be more than a match for the Honda in 
race trim. 

I know that Marquez may have broken a finger 
on his left hand in a practice crash when out 
dirt-tracking last weekend, but to me Rossi had 
already regained the upper hand. 

The Spaniard’s quotes after the Argentina race 
jogged my memory back to Laguna Seca 2013, 
when we saw the first clash between the pair 
through the Corkscrew. On that occasion Marquez 


was the upstart rookie who’s luck would seem¬ 
ingly never run out, and his statement could well 
have been made back then. 

“I have learned a lot from him over the years, 
and I am still learning,’’ said the 22 year-old as 
he smiled his way through the press mobbing 
after his penultimate lap crash. Marc's capacity to 
learn and adapt during his career has been that 
of a child genius completing his PhD by the time 
he’s 12. Intriguingly however, he is now taking 
on “the Doctor’’ himself for the first time, and it 
seems he finally has the materials at his disposal 
to prove he is still the teacher whilst Marquez 
remains the student. 

“Marquez has yei to win 
a race by more than 4.5 
seconds...” 

(On a side note, as far as myself and 99 percent 
of onlookers are concerned, there is nothing 
suspicious about "the incident”, despite some TV 
stations having picked up a slow motion shot ap¬ 
pearing to show Rossi looking across as if intend¬ 
ing to knock off Marquez. It must be remembered 
that these are hugely slowed down images, you 
just need to see it at full speed to realise that 
such a reaction would be impossible. 

Bear in mind also, that Rossi had just been 
smacked in the middle of the previous turn, so 
it would only be natural to glance that way The 
Yamaha man was simply regaining the racing 
line, which belonged to him - but Marquez should 
have realised that and rolled back on the throttle 
to give him space. As my colleague Neil Hodgson 
put it on air, “the throttle works both ways”. 

The fact is, that Marc knew that he needed to 



stay within touching distance of Valentino. Rossi 
had the better tyre at that point, and was in better 
shape but Marquez would have squeezed every 
ounce of rubber out of his rear tyre to stay in front. 
It just so happened that his collision with Rossi’s 
rear wiped out his front tyre instead.) 

Throughout his career Rossi has ground down his 
bitter rivals such as Sete Gibernau, Max Biaggi and 
even Jorge Lorenzo. Casey Stoner got the better 
of him in 2007, but he came back even stronger to 
beat the Aussie to the title for 2008 and 2009. His 
broken leg in 2010 came at just the wrong mo¬ 
ment, and allowed Lorenzo to become Yamaha’s 
top dog, which forced the switch to Ducati for two 
years. Then came his return to a much-reformed 
Yamaha and the arrival of Marquez. 

From then to now, their relationship has been 
rosy. The pair have been able to sing each other's 
praises while revelling in their united love of argy- 
bargy, and their on-track skirmishes have been 
utterly entertaining but never dirty. Marquez was 
ultimately quicker on the Honda, and Rossi was no 
match. 

However as the second half of 2014 showed, not 
only is the Rossi-Yamaha combination getting 
stronger, Marquez will always give his rivals a 
chance. Whether by crashing at the wrong mo¬ 
ment, or getting a bad start to the race, Marc is 
quite literally riding his luck at times. 

Don't get me wrong, he is also capable of incred¬ 
ible feats like the stunning pole position effort in 
Austin or riding through an entire field to win a 
race, but there is always that fine line between bril¬ 
liance and providence. Bear in mind the fact that 
he has never won a MotoGP race by more than 4.5 
seconds. Unlike Biaggi, Lorenzo, Pedrosa or Stoner, 
all of who love to win from the front, Marquez is a 
combatant straight from the Rossi mould, but after 


Argentina he knows that in that particular field 
there is one person he can still learn from. 

Rossi will leave Jerez ahead of Marquez in the 
championship, and goes into the race back in peak 
conditions - unlike the reigning champion. It’s this 
mix of nostalgia, rivalry and intrigue as well as a 
huge step into the unknown which will bring the 
crowds in their droves to the Andalusian track, and 
is hopefully one which will keep them rooted to the 
edge of their seats until they reconvene at Valencia 
in November. 
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REVERED AMERICA 
SQUARED AWAY SO 
WORLD CHA MPION 
AND LIVING WITI 


By Eric Johnson 
Photos by Marc VDS 














F lashing across the finish line third at last 
year’s season-closing Gran Premio de 
la Comunitat Valenciana, Alex Marquez 
joined such lauded Spanish riders as Angel Ni¬ 
eto, Alex Criville, Dani Pedrosa, Marc Marquez 
and Maverick Vinales in becoming a 125cc/ 
Moto3 World Champion. And with that - and 
with three years and with precisely 46 races 
in his mirrors - the teenager was drafted on to 
the mighty Estrella Galicia Marc VDS outfit for 
the 2015 Moto2 World Championship series. 


With an additional three cylinders, 350 cubic 
centimetres and 85 horsepower available to 
his capable right hand, the younger half of the 
Marquez brother act will now represent the 


‘Rufea Gang’ (of which his brother, and reign¬ 



ing Moto2 World Champion Tito Rabat are 
members) on the 600cc control-class world 
stage. More parity, more horsepower and cer¬ 
tainly more competition, the 2015 Moto2 clash 
will be a natural selection-sort of saloon brawl 
of which nobody truly knows who’ll be stand¬ 


ing after the tensions subside and shouting 



stops. 

19 year-old Alex Marquez knows exactly what 
he’s up against which is exactly why we sought 
him out in the paddock at the Circuit of The 
Americas. Remarkably congenial and happy to 
be in Texas for round two of the Moto2 World 
Championship, Marquez talked to us about 
being the next big thing out of the MotoGP 
crazed national of Spain. 
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Alex, to your way of seeing things, what quali¬ 
ties does a racer need to be an exceptional 
Moto2 competitor? 

Now, we have arrived at a point where many 
riders stay in this category for five years so in 
the end you have the bike and you know how 
to control it. The bike doesn’t change a lot 
as more than 50% of the riders go with the 
KALEX frame. I think in the end you need to 
stay really confident and to also believe in the 
bike because if you think your bike is shit you 
go right to the back. You need to really concen¬ 
trate and believe in the team and the bike. To 
be successful against the other riders you need 
to have a really good technique. 

How is it to race in Moto2 where everything 
is so close and so competitive? Do you enjoy 
racing like this or might it be a bit better if 
things weren’t quite so frenzied? 

No, I enjoy it. Since I was in Moto3 and was 
racing in groups of 17 or 18 riders and so close 
together, I have enjoyed it. With Moto2 it’s a 
little bit different because the riders are more 
difficult to pass than in Moto3. In Moto3 it’s 


easy to pass. I think Moto2 is different and 
you have to always really concentrate and not 
make mistakes. I enjoy this a lot in Moto2 but I 
need to learn more about all this. 

Are you an aggressive rider? Do you like to 
battle or are you more of a relaxed racer? 

It depends on the situation in the end. I like to 
battle with the other riders because in the end 
you need some competitors to make you bet¬ 
ter. If you win a race with some battles it feels 
nice. If you win alone, yeah, it’s nice because 
you get the victory, but in the end it’s a little 
bit different. 

What do you think of your competitors while 
you’re out on the track in the battle of compe¬ 
tition? 

It depends on the rider. Some I have ridden 
[against] since I was nine years old. For exam¬ 
ple, Alex Rins, I know him really well. Also he 
was my team-mate in 2012 so I know him real¬ 
ly well. In the end when I do battle with a new 
rider it’s a little bit stranger because you don’t 
know at which point he can pass you. Many 





riders are more aggressive or less aggressive, 
but in the end everybody can be aggressive on 
the track. 

Sam Lowes of England is an example of a 
rider you don’t know quite as well, correct? 

Exactly. It’s like this: someday I will battle with 
him and will know him better. In the end you 
never know the riders completely as it is a lit¬ 
tle bit difficult. 

How would you describe your riding style? 

I don’t know. In Moto3 I was really smooth 
always. In Moto2 I changed a little bit. I started 
to play a little bit more with the body because 
it makes an important difference. In the end, in 
Moto2, I think I maybe need to get a little bit 
more aggressive. Everything in Moto2 needs to 
be more aggressive, I think. 

With Moto2 being so highly competitive, what 
percentages would you give to both ride and 
bike? 

I think it’s 80%, 20% - like motocross. 80/20, 
but not only the rider and bike. If you include 
the team I would also put the percentages dif¬ 
ferently. I would put it at 50% rider, 40% the 
team and 10% the bike because the bikes are 
so similar. It is really important to know the 
bike really well and to know the feeling that 
you have with the bike. A really good rider can 
do a really good job on the track but if he’s not 
good at explain things to the technical people 
and tell them how the bike needs to improve 
then the rider is limited. You must always be 
thinking about the bike because it is so impor¬ 
tant to always improve it. 


Do you feel pressure to be the next Moto2 
World Champion? 

Sure. A little bit because I am the Moto3 World 
Champion. I think this first year I need to learn 
and enjoy the bike and to learn the category. 
We are in a difficult situation here at times in 
Moto2, but I think I need to enjoy being on the 
bike again. For example, last year in Moto3 I 
enjoyed all the laps I did and I think I need to 
do the same here this year. 

What is your plan in the next two or three 
years? 

I don’t know. I don’t like thinking about the 
future. I want to live in the present and then we 
will see. All the possibilities are out there and 
everything is possible, but we need to enjoy 
the present. 

Does your brother Marc help you out with 
your racing? 

Not so much. No, we prefer to talk more like 
friends about life and everything. We like to 
disconnect a little bit when we’re at home. We 
like to relax. There is the bike and the racing 
and that is that. There are moments when we 
talk about the next races or the last race, but 
we always try not to talk about it too much. 

The mentality is to keep everything fresh. 

Do you guys get along well as brothers? 

Yeah, yeah we are like normal brothers with 
everything. In the end, we are normal broth¬ 
ers. We try to help each other. We like a lot of 
general sports and like to disconnect. 
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FEAR OR EXCITEMENT? OR BOTH? ROLAND HEADED TO 
LOSAIL A FEW DAYS AFTER THE FIRST MXGP TO GAUGE 
KAWASAKI'S SPECTACULAR NEW H2 SUPERBIKE 


By Roland Brown, Photos by Double Red/Ula Serra 













S uch is the recent rate of motorcycle de¬ 
velopment that for a sports bike to make 
a serious impression in 2015 it needs an 
output of 200bhp, a top speed of over 180mph 
and an electronics system whose complexity 
would baffle a NASA engineer. So it’s a tribute 
to Kawasaki that even in this of all years, the 
Ninja H2 and H2R are out there on their own 
in terms of style, technology and high-speed 
craziness. 

By developing the Ninja H2, the world’s first 
supercharged bike in mass production, Ka¬ 
wasaki created a 998cc four-cylinder missile 
that makes the firm’s ZX-10R seem almost 
ordinary. And the non-street-legal Ninja H2R 
that was developed alongside it, with its maxi¬ 
mum output of over 300bhp, is by far the most 
outrageously powerful bike yet from a major 
manufacturer. 

Kawasaki had two main aims in developing 
the Ninjas. The first was simply to build spec¬ 


tacular machines that would recapture the 
raw excitement of the original H2, the 750cc 
two-stroke triple that earned a reputation for 
speed and ferocity in the Seventies. Kawasaki 
also wanted to emphasise that its bike division 
is just part of a huge corporation that builds 
ships and planes, and which called on its Gas 
Turbine division to help develop the super¬ 
charger, and its Aerospace arm to help with 
aerodynamics. 

The result is a pair of Ninjas that combine 
unique engineering with similarly unmistaka¬ 
ble styling and an outstanding quality of finish. 
The H2R’s carbon-fibre bodywork incorporates 
two pairs of aerodynamic fins, designed to 
generate downforce at high speed. Both bikes’ 
paintwork incorporates a layer of genuine silver 
that gives a stunning mirror finish. The paint is 
applied by hand, using twice the normal num¬ 
ber of coats, before the bikes are hand assem¬ 
bled in a dedicated area of Kawasaki’s factory. 






































KAWASAKI H2 


The 16-valve, liquid-cooled engine was pur¬ 
pose built for supercharging, with a lower 
compression ratio and stronger bottom end 
than the ZX-lOR’s similar unit. The compact 
supercharger is located behind the cylin¬ 
der block, driven via gears and chain at 9.2 
times crankshaft speed. That means it spins 
at over 100,000rpm in the H2, and at over 
130,000rpm in the higher-revving H2R, whose 
differences include higher compression ratio 
and hotter cams. 


Despite its single seat, aggressive half-faired 
shape and maximum output of 207bhp with 
ram-air, the production H2 is not a racy super¬ 
sports bike but more of a high-speed road- 
burner. Its handlebars are slightly higher and 
wider than those of the ZX-10R; its suspension 
gives more travel; the seat is shaped to sup¬ 
port the rider under hard acceleration. 


And the H2 delivers plenty of that. A tweak of 
the throttle in the lower gears sends the Kawa¬ 
saki catapulting forward, with an abrupt re¬ 
sponse that makes it difficult to ride smoothly. 
It’s a thrilling, slightly fraught experience as 
the H2 accelerates out of turns, testing the 
traction control system to the maximum, then 
sucks up straights with the help of its efficient 
quick-shifter, which works only on up-changes. 









Handling is very good, although the H2 is no 
lightweight at 238kg wet, so can’t match the 
best super-sports bikes for agility. Kawasaki 
broke with tradition to give the Ninjas a tubular 
steel trellis frame, instead of the firm’s familiar 
aluminium spars, because the layout helps en¬ 
gine cooling and boosts high-speed stability by 
allowing a small amount of flex. It works: sta¬ 
bility is outstanding. Braking is reliably strong, 
thanks to Brembo radial front calipers and a 
competent if not cutting-edge ABS system. 

With its blend of style, technology and fierce 
performance the H2 is thrilling and hugely 
desirable. It’s also demanding and very ex¬ 
pensive, at £22,000 in the UK. In many ways 
it doesn’t make much sense, but since when 
have 200bhp motorbikes had anything to do 
with that? The H2 was built to impress and 
excite, and emphatically succeeds on both 
counts. 

Even the H2 looks almost practical alongside 
its sibling the Ninja H2R, which is not ho¬ 
mologated for road use and has a megaphone 
exhaust system so deafening that it won’t 
even be allowed on most track days. This 
ultra-exotic device is almost twice as expen¬ 
sive (£41,000 in the UK), is being built in tiny 
numbers, and produces a staggering 319bhp at 
14,000rpm. 

That’s more power even than a MotoGP race- 
bike, and the H2 accelerates at a comparable 
rate, heading for a top speed rumoured to be 
in excess of 220mph. On the launch at Losail 
in Qatar, scene of this season’s opening Mo¬ 
toGP, the Kawasaki was still gaining speed - 
with a deafening din - when it ran out of room 
at a fraction under 200mph. 

So you might need a private racetrack (and a 
good supply of sticky slick tyres) to ride the 
Ninja H2R, whose race-tuned engine requires 
a service after 15 hours’ hard use. But as a 
method of generating adrenaline, perhaps only 
a genuine MotoGP bike would come close to 
matching Kawasaki’s supercharged creation, 
which is surely the most outrageous, brilliantly 
barking mad bike of this or any other year. 



KAWASAKI H2 










GRAND PRIX OF TRENTINO 

PIETRAMURATA (ITA) ■ APRIL 19th ■ Rnd 4 of 18 

MXGP winner: Max NagI, Husqvarna 
MX2 winner: Tim Gajser, Honda 













PICTORIAL FROM ROUND FOUR OF MXGP AND THE 
FIRST STOP BY THE SERIES IN EUROPE. PIETRAMURATA 
WAS FULL FOR THE THIRD MAX NAGL SHOW OF '15 


MXGP TRENTINO (ITA) 


EUROPE 
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Two displays of brilliance across a 
surface that was wickedly bumpy and 
erratic with traction. Gajser attacked 
each race and his flight in the second 
delivered a first GP victory and defeat 
of Jeffrey Herlings in over two years. 
Herlings was gracious and the post¬ 
race moment with Tixier involved also 
was a nice, rare touch. Nagl cemented 
his title credentials and showed that 
his FC450 was equipped to take him 
however fast he wanted to go... 


MMI 


P TRIENTINO (ITA) 












iqvarna 


Desalle goes down with Rattray in a 
Saturday incident that would affect 
both riders’ weekend. Husky launch 
their latest MX2 missle with Alex 
Tonkov while Tony Cairoli produced 
one of his best motos so far this sea 
son to take the opening MXGP cheq¬ 
uered flag of the day 
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A first ever pole position for 
Evgeny Bobryshev but lacklustre 
starts kept both CRF450Rs off 
the podium. It was a weakness 
that the team would correct for 
Valkenswaard a week later to 
devastating effect 
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MXGP 


The beginning of the end for Ryan 
Villopoto who later called this mo¬ 
ment a “rookie mistake”. It led to 
a broken Coccyx 
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SCOTT SPORTS 

Cool idea by Scott. The company have taken a pair of their 
Hustle goggles and have launched a MX Throwback con¬ 
cept that involves a limited edition, hand ‘splattered’ run 
which means each piece of eyewear is totally unique. The 
PR text also states: “You also receive a chrome AFC lens, 
special throwback micro-fiber baggie, and the goggle will 
come in a specially marked box, with a throwback sticker 
on the front.” 

Three layer foam, anti-fog coating and no-slip silicone strap 
means the Hustle is already an impressive first contact 
with Scott goggles and for all kinds of off-road use. 

Want one? The find a dealer where you can order Scott 
gear and make a request asap. 


www.scott-sports.com/gb/en/page/hustle-mx-throwback 













Products 


ALPIN ESTARS/ B MW 

Two massive names in motorcycling have linked up 
for a range of new jackets to ensure that some of 
the most forward-thinking apparel and protection 
now has its place on some of the most technically 
advanced motorcycles. The BMW Motorrad jacket 
is jointly developed by BMW Motorrad and Alpine- 
stars and is combined with an airbag waistcoat. 


Here the PR text - issued only yesterday - takes 
over: “the airbag waistcoat offers the freedom to 
ride any bike on any surface at any time and can 
be used with any type of BMW Motorrad motorcy¬ 
cle or scooter, allowing the rider to easily switch 
between bikes without reconfiguring or reinitializ¬ 
ing the bike-to-rider set-up. Therefore, the system 
is immediately ready for use and no time is wasted 
in setting up electronic pairing between rider and/ 
or passenger and motorcycle. This BMW Motor- 
rad/Alpinestars jacket and airbag waistcoat offers 
comprehensive upper body protection including 
shoulders, back and frontal torso. By incorporat¬ 
ing its sensors close to the rider’s body the airbag 
system activates without the need for a triggering 
wireless signal to be sent from the bike.” 


Apparently BMW Motorrad is the only motorcy¬ 
cle manufacturer to have developed the complete 
range of rider equipment ever since the 1970s - 
from motorcycle helmets to rider suits, boots and 
gloves. They were one of the parties that initially 
pushed to help explore and develop neck protec¬ 
tion and liaised with Dr Chris Leatt. 


Having these two parties together means that 
touring jackets are likely to make a sizeable step 
in terms of what they can offer. Expect a premium 
price but then also a more versatile and top quality 
product. 

For more info look here: www.press.bmwgroup.com 




























‘On-track Off-road’ is a free, bi-weekly publication for the screen focus¬ 
sed on bringing the latest perspectives on events, blogs and some of the 
very finest photography from the three worlds of the FIM Motocross World 
Championship, the AMA Motocross and Supercross series’ and MotoGP. 
‘On-track Off-road’ will be published online at www.ontrackoffroad.com 
every other Tuesday. To receive an email notification that a new issue avai¬ 
lable with a brief description of each edition’s contents simply enter an 
address in the box provided on the homepage. All email addresses will be 
kept strictly confidential and only used for purposes connected with OTOR. 
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